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alleygating Q&a

Snapping shut our alleyways

Have you seen the urban alleygator? Since 2006, they’ve been 
‘snapping’ up our paths at a rate of 750 per year. The Ramblers 
have responded by forming the Unlocking Neighbourhood Paths 
coalition (www.unlockingpaths.org.uk) with organisations such as 
Living Streets, Open Spaces Society and the Disabled Ramblers. 
Now you, too, can help curb the power of alleygators and save 
valuable urban routes that are vital for everyday walking.

What is an alleygator? An alleygator  
is a local authority who uses the legal 
mechanism of a ‘gating order’ to erect 
locked gates on public alleys and paths, 
with the aim of preventing crime and 
anti-social behaviour. The public are not 
able to use the alley once an order has 
been made and the gates are in place.

Why are the Ramblers concerned about 
them? The Ramblers are not opposed  
to gating orders but are opposed to the 
closure of valuable paths which provide  
a useful through-route. Instead of closing 
the path because of the actions of a few, 
local authorities should spend the money 
on improving them by installing better 
lighting, keeping the path tidy and 
increasing policing to help encourage use.

How are gating orders made? It varies, 
but it usually involves residents living  
next to the path applying to their local 

authority. There must be evidence that  
the path is facilitating persistent levels of 
crime or anti-social behaviour. However, 
this can include very minor offences such 
as leaving litter on the path, or that it was 
used as an escape route by offenders.  
The local authority will then look at the 
evidence and decide if gating the path is  
a suitable means of tackling the problem.

What can i do if i disagree with a gating 
order? The local authority is required  
to advertise a proposed gating order on, 
or close to, the path in question, on its 
website and in a local newspaper. If you 
see a proposal that you don’t agree with, 
you should write to the local authority 
explaining why you object. For example:  
‘I wish to object to the proposed gating 
order because this path is a useful 
shortcut to the shops and the alternative 
is longer and more dangerous as it is next 
to a road’. If you do not respond, the local 

authority will assume you are happy  
for the order to go ahead.

How much do they cost? It costs about 
£5,000 to gate just one path, plus the 
ongoing cost of maintaining the gates or 
barriers. If a local authority closes a path 
for just part of the time, there’s the extra 
cost of making sure someone opens and 
closes the gates at the appointed hours. 
Some local authorities get money for gating 
from outside sources, but others spend 
council tax payers’ money on it. One local 
authority has spent nearly £500,000 in one 
year on gating orders.

How widespread are gating orders? Over 
1,600 public paths have now been gated 
since 2006.

How long will the gates remain in place? 
They can remain in place forever. Some 
local authorities have a policy of 
reviewing gating orders on a yearly basis 
– but we have yet to hear of one that has 
been removed.

What is the Ramblers campaigning for? 
We would like the public who use these 
paths to have a say in their future. At  
the moment, the decision is made solely 
by the local authority and there is no 
obligation to hold a public inquiry, even  
if the people who use the path object  
to its closure. There needs to be a small 
change in the law so that if a member  
of the public objects, the decision about 
closing the path is passed to someone 
independent of the local authority. This 
should ensure that paths providing  
a public benefit remain open.

How can i get involved? You can help  
by sending us examples of gating orders 
which you think have been bad for  
the local community. Just tell us where  
the gate is, why you think it was wrong  
to close the path, and how the closure  
has affected local people. 

Please submit your alleygator examples 
online at www.unlockingpaths.org.uk  
or email unp@ramblers.org.uk.


