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M 
illions of people donate to 

charities they feel passionate 

about and that depend on their 

generosity in order to thrive. Yet 

supporting a cause doesn’t have to end when 

a person dies. 

Legacy donations left through a will are  

a hugely important source of voluntary funds 

for charities today, with around £1.5billion 

being left every year (all of it exempt  

from inheritance tax, 

currently at a rate 

Rosie Hayes reports on how vital legacy donations are to UK charities, and rounds 
up some of the more unusual bequests made to the Ramblers over the years.

of 40 per cent above the first £312,000 of  

an individual’s estate). 

“Legacy income is the single most reliable 

source of long-term unrestricted income  

for charities,” says Mike Jones, executive 

director at Remember a Charity, an umbrella 

organisation dedicated to encouraging 

charitable legacies. This is because charities 

can roughly budget for it before it is received, 

and can concentrate on targeting their 

existing donors. 

For the Ramblers’ Association, legacy 

giving is a key part of its income, with 

between £250,000 and £400,000 left  

each year – equivalent to almost half of  

the annual budget for the Ramblers’ access 

campaigns. The money involved varies  

hugely: some people leave a specific amount 

while others leave a certain percentage of 

their estate. 

But while some people worry that making  

a will is a complicated and morbid chore,  

most find that putting their affairs in order 

gives peace of mind. What’s more, once  

loved ones are provided for, including a gift  

to your favourite charity can be a hugely 

rewarding feeling.

Soliciting your cauSe
So with legacies forming such a vital part of 

their funding, how do charities best promote 

their cause to people making their wills?

“Many hold a ‘Make a Will Week’,” says 

Philip Warford, a legal executive with  

Brighton-based solicitors Griffith Smith 

Farrington Webb. “During the week the 

charity sends a mailshot to all the people  

on their mailing list, reminding them of  

the importance of making a will. Solicitors 

then give their time for free or the charity 
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legacies issue

John Musgrave Heritage Trail.

The biGGesT 
In 1999, Ramblers member John Wolstenholme 
bequest a third of his estate, amounting to 
£243,152. The second largest was £193,560 
donated by Richard Godfrey Lynham, another 
longstanding member, in 2005. No conditions 
were attached to either. 

The smallesT
Legacies left to the Ramblers have always  
been generous, but even the smallest gift is 
useful and gratefully received. 

The lonGesT
A former chairman of the South Devon Ramblers, 
John Musgrave, left £100,000 to the group  
when he died in 2003 to create the John 
Musgrave Heritage Trail, a 56km/35-mile route 
through his favourite parts of the South Hams 
(pictured below).

The chirpiesT
Mr Robert James Frederick of the 
Southern Ramblers left £200 to his 
fellow Ramblers for them to 
purchase food and drink in his 
memory, and William Arthur 
Eggleston left £2,150 
to the Gainsborough 
Ramblers for coach 
hire and drinks. 

The 
solemnesT
One lady instructed her local group to receive 
her ashes following her cremation, which were 
duly scattered along her favourite walk. 

The oldesT
Pioneering rambler GHB Ward died in 1956 leaving 
a percentage of the value of his house in the event 
of its sale to South Yorkshire & NE Derbyshire 
Ramblers. Fifty years later, after the death of his 
daughter who lived there, the property was sold 
and £37,000 donated. The money will fund three 
projects at the Moorland Discovery Centre, near 
Sheffield, encouraging local city dwellers and 
children to walk in the Peak District.

offers to pay the solicitors’ charges at  

a reduced rate.”

Although you can write a will by yourself, 

most people use a solicitor to ensure the 

document is valid and follows any legal 

formalities. The Ramblers has legacy 

brochures with a number of solicitors  

to show to undecided clients, yet it is  

rare that a non-member leaves money 

in their will. 

“It’s best practice for solicitors 

to ask people about leaving 

money to charity,” Philip says. 

“People are either completely 

against it or all for it. It really 

isn’t my place to persuade them 

either way or to push them;  

I simply make the suggestion 

and then put their wishes in  

their wills.”

RaMBleRs legacies
“For the ramblers’ 
association, legacy 
giving is a key part  
of its income, with 
between £250,000 
and £400,000 left 
each year.”

And it’s not just money that is left to charities. 

Houses and land are often bequeathed, either to 

be sold for equity or used by the charity. Others 

leave stocks and shares. “I used to have dealings 

with a national horse charity where people would 

leave land for grazing of the horses,” says Philip.

chooSe how it’S Spent
Many charities, including the Ramblers, also  

place legacy-giving adverts in older people’s 

magazines such as Retirement Today and Choice. 

“It is hard to tell exactly how much legacy 

revenue is generated from such advertising  

but we believe it’s about five per cent,” says 

Ramblers fundraising officer Lucy Courtney.  

The remaining 95 per cent comes from 

members who are passionate about the work  

of the Ramblers. 

Some members enquire about leaving their 

gift to a specific group or area, but there is 

widespread agreement among local volunteer 

officers that administering legacies – particularly 

large ones – is best done through Ramblers 

central office. “This means that resources are 

allocated with maximum efficiency and 

according to the needs of walkers at the time  

of the donor’s death,” says Lucy.

Of course the benefactor can still specify 

where the money should be directed: for 

example, a passionate coastal walker recently 

requested his legacy be directed to the 

Ramblers’ coastal access campaign work. 

But others, like Kirsty Hartley from 

Gloucestershire, are happy just to trust that their 

chosen charity will spend their legacy wisely. 

“My husband and I are delighted to have 

included the Ramblers’ Association in our will,” 

says Kirsty. “We are only in our early fifties, so 

we hope they won’t be receiving the money  

for some time yet! However, we are absolutely 

confident that – when the time comes – the 

Ramblers will use it well.” 

For a free guide to making or updating your  

will, ( 020 7339 8569 or download it from 

www.ramblers.org.uk/legacies. 
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