
footpath of the Wirral Way.  

6. Here you can carry on up the 
Wirral Way to Thurstaston Visitor 
Centre, part of Wirral Country 
Park, returning the same way (an 
extra mile in total) or… 

7. …take the path to Dungeon 
Wood on the R, onto footpath 
72. ‘Dungeon’ is Old English for 
wooded dell. 

8. Follow the path until you see a 
small bridge on your L. Cross it and 
walk up the steep steps, then bear R 
along the edge of the dell. Pass the 
waterfall on your R, then follow the 
path across the stream to meet the 
path that runs between Thurstaston 
and Heswall. 

9. Turn R and follow the path 
to Oldfield Farm, past the farm to 
Oldfield Road. This area has great 
views over the Dee to Wales and is 
close to the highest point in Wirral. 

10. Walk along Oldfield Road until 
you reach the entrance track to 

Heswall Dales on your R. 

11. Walk down the track and follow 
it L. At the Rangers House keep L 
to the information board. Follow 
this permissive bridleway along 
its obvious course turning R and 
then ever downwards to the road 
known as Bushway, where you 
turn R along this short cul-de-sac.  

12. Turn L at the end of Bushway 
onto Pipers Lane, then turn R into 
Delavor Road, over the bridge and 
follow the road round to the R. 
This is Banks Road, which bends 
around to the L returning to the 
car park and the coast.
Route devised by Robin Tutchings
 Route and gradient profile created using Anquet Maps v06. 

Download more maps from www.Anquet.co.uk
Route and gradient profile created using Anquet Maps v06. 
Download more maps from 

Continued...

GUIDEBOOKS: Walk and Cycle 
Trails leaflets are available by 
contacting the Rights Of Way 
O� icer for Wirral (✆ 0151 606 
2480, walking@wirral.gov.uk). 
LOCAL RAMBLERS AREA/
GROUP: Alnwick Ramblers 
(✆ 01670 763006, www.ra-
area.org.uk/northumbria). 

Total distance of walk (km)
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Map not to scale. 
Representation of 
OS Explorer MAP 266 
1:25,000
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk
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iriusto odipis nibh elit utet am iurem 
qua.Wisl ullamco mmolorperci 
blaorperatum ad dolenis modolore 
ming ero dolut laorer sim nis nonse 
mincipit vullaor sit aliquis num ing 
eugiam, vel ing eseniam, cor sed 
dolessi.
Ulla at. Nibh eliscing et iurem vul-
put nulla amcommo lobore dolor 
augait el inisim ilit, se consed tat 
at vulla ad tat. Unt duisl esse tat, 
vero od elestrud eugiat euisl eum 
zzrilis ciduisi bla facipit ad digniat. 
Ut utpat, qui bla alisl eugue mag-
nibh eriustrud dunt ilisit praestrud 
te tem dolortio odo commolo 
boreet ulputpat, vulput num verat 
lutpatem vent venibh et lore dolor 
acillandre vullandrem venim dit 
wismolore magna augiam, sum 
quisi et, vel dui euisciliquis nim irit 
vel utat nosto etum illumsa ndig-
nismod dunt lumsandiam dolore 
core corpercil utpat lor si.
Pero dolor sendiam in volese erat.
Em irit lor irit augait volese te eugait, 
quisl ulpute euipit lortiscing el ipisi 
ercin hent wisi ex etue do diamcor 

lismolutat. Lorem acinis nostrud min 
utpat. Orper sequi tat am, core er 
alismolortie ea consequat. Ing enisi. 
Re vel del ea atetum dolortisisim quisi 
bla feummod ming er se tin utatum 
quisi.
Ute facipsustrud doleniat.
3. 4.4 km/ 6 miles Sit ullan 
volesequissi bla conumsandre te 
te magnisl utpat. Ugait praessequis 
augait vel duisl ipsumsandre facidunt 
iriusto quat, sent vendrem vel ing et, 
quatumsandio con utat 
4. 4.4 km/ 6 miles auguer ipsuscilis 
nonsequi bla conulput er aut 
wiscidunt ullum ipisit er sum Ute 
facipsustrud doleniat. Sit ullan 
volesequissi bla conumsandre te 
te magnisl utpat. Ugait praessequis 
augait vel duisl ipsumsandre facidunt 
iriusto odipis nibh elit utet am iurem 
qua.
5. Lorem ipsum conulput er aut 
wiscidunt ullum ipisit er sum Ute 
facipsustrud doleniat. Sit ullan 
volesequissi bla conumsandre te 
te magnisl utpat. Ugait praessequis 
augait vel duisl ipsumsandre facidunt 

A pleasant walk along the coast 
and then inland up through 
Dungeon Wood with its waterfalls 
and ancient woodland. The rise in 
height to one of the highest points, 
Wirral near Oldfield Farm, gives 
magnificent views over the River 
Dee to Wales before returning 
through Heswall Dales to the 
shoreline. Why not take a picnic 
for a detour to the Thurstaston 
Visitor Centre, which is part of the 
Wirral Country Park, and make a 
day of it? 

1. START From the car park 
(SJ255815), walk up Banks Road 
with Sheldrakes Restaurant and 
the coast behind you. When Banks 
Road bends to the R, turn L into 
Broad Lane. 

2. Continue along Broad Lane. Look 
out for wildlife in the hedgerows 
and a variety of trees, wildflowers 
and birds. When you see Target 
Road on the L you can, as an 
alternative, follow this bridleway to 
the beach (sometimes di� icult at 
very high tides). From there, follow 

the beach a short distance north 
to the stream and then climb up 
the steps to point 5. 

3. If continuing along Broad Lane, 
at the end of the lane (before 
the driveway of the large white 
house) go through the gap next 
to the middle gate and walk to the 
end of the field.

4. Turn L and go through a 
kissing gate, then a pinch gap 
onto Heswall Fields. This area is 
owned by the National Trust, and 
a great place to picnic and enjoy 
the views. Listen for calls of the 
estuary birds that feed along the 
shoreline, particularly the ‘peep’ 
call of Oystercatchers. 

5. At the cli�  top turn R and follow 
the cli�  along and then keeping 
the hedges on your L. Aim for 
the National Trust sign in the far 
R-hand corner of the field, past 
the pond, and walk up the path 
to meet the Wirral Way. The first 
track is the cycle/bridle route, but 
the next L will take you onto the 

NAVIGATION
LEVEL 11 2 FITNESS

LEVEL 2 

WHERE: A circular walk along 
the Wirral coast, visiting 
Heswall Dales and Fields inland.
START/END: Banks Road car 
park, Heswall (SJ255815).
TERRAIN:  This is a coastal 
walk that goes in land with 
full details in the route 
information.   
MAPS: OS Explorer 266; 
Landranger 108. 
GETTING THERE: Local buses 
from Chester and Liverpool 
stop in Lower Heswall. 
Heswall mainline railway has 
regular services between 
Wrexham and Birkenhead. 
Car parking at the start/finish 
is free.   
EATING & DRINKING: 
Sheldrakes Restaurant at 
the start/finish point 
(✆ 0151 342 1556, 
sheldrakesrestaurant.co.uk).  
SLEEPING: Premier Inn Wirral 
(✆ 08701 977 274, 
www.premierinn.com).  
VISITOR INFORMATION: 
Thurstaston Visitor Centre – 
part of The Wirral Country 
Park (✆ 0151 648 4371, 
www.visitwirral.com).  

Plan your walk

● Distance 8km/5 miles  ● Time 2–4hrs  ● Type Coastal countryside

Northern England
Heswall Dales and Fields, The Wirral04

magazine
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