
care should be taken, and vertigo 
sufferers would be wise to keep 
clear! The situation is dramatic: the 
water plunges into its dark cleft 
some 114m/375ft, a height only 
surpassed by the Eas a’Chual Aluinn 
in the far northwest of Scotland. 
Retrace your steps back to the start. 

Note: There are regular guided 
walks (including the Falls of 
Glomach) scheduled during  
the summer by the National  
Trust for Scotland at their  
Morvich Countryside Centre (visit 
www.nts.org.uk for more details). 
Route devised by Fiona Barltrop

(NH005245). Cairns guide you along 
the path as you continue northeast, 
skirting Meall Dubh. Thereafter you 
begin a gradual descent that 
becomes steeper. 

3. As you reach the banks of the 
Allt a’Ghlomach – ‘Burn of the 
Chasm’ (NH019256) – a National 
Trust sign warns of the dangers 
of proceeding beyond the top of 
the falls. However, to view the falls 
properly you need to go down the 
steep footpath alongside for just a 
short distance; it is safe, but great 

Hotel, Shiel Bridge – hotel and 
bunkhouse accommodation 
(see over); Grants at 
Craigellachie has rooms  
or self-catering 1 November– 
31 March (see over).  
For other options, visit www.
walkhighlands.co.uk/kintail.
Visitor information: 

Nearest TIC at Kyle of Lochalsh 
(seasonal opening), otherwise 
Portree on Skye (✆ 0845 
2255121; www.visitscotland.com/
walking).
Guidebooks:  Pathfinder Guide: 
Kyle of Lochalsh Walks by Terry 
Marsh (£11.99, Jarrold Publishing, 
ISBN 978 07 1172 419 8); 25 
Walks: Skye and Kintail by 
Hamish Brown (£8.99, Mercat 
Press, ISBN 9781841830070). 

Continued...

Map not to scale.  
Representation of  
OS Landranger 33,
1:50,000
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk
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Route and gradient profile created using Anquet Maps v06. 
Download more maps from www.Anquet.co.uk
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Two hours’ sailing from North 
Devon, Lundy is a bite-sized gem 
of an island that can be explored at 
leisure as a week-long resident or 
as a day visitor. Scenic, peaceful 
and teeming with wildlife, it’s 
Britain’s only statutory Marine 
Nature Reserve and home to 
puffins, peregrines and Manx 
shearwaters. With no access 
restrictions on Lundy you can 
roam at will, but this walk is full of 
variety and offers the perfect 
introduction to a truly captivating 
little island. It samples two very 
different coastlines, explores a 
former cliffside quarry and climbs 
to the top of an old lighthouse for 
views over the whole island.  

1. START From the jetty (SS143437), 
walk up the long, winding road to 
the ‘village’ – the main cluster of 
buildings on Lundy. Here you’ll find 
the island’s shop and office, public 
toilets and the pub/café.

2. Turn R past the front door of the 
Marisco Tavern (SS137441) and 
follow the grassy path through a 
gate and down a flight of stone 
steps. Take the second L, with 
Millcombe House below. After some 

trees, go through a high, wooden 
gate on the L and down a long 
flight of steps. At the bottom, turn 
L for a path across the sloping 
cliffside, with the sea  
far below on your R. Go through 
an area being cleared of 
rhododendrons until you reach an 
old quarry (SS138453), worked by 
the short-lived Lundy Granite 
Company in the 1860s. Here you 
will also find a Heligoland Trap 
that the Lundy Field Society use in 
the ringing of birds.

3. The route continues on a 
former quarry track, wide and 
level, which soon curves up the 
hillside to meet the main island 
track at the top. Turn R until you 
get to Halfway Wall. Here, go L 
and follow the wall across the 
middle of the island to Jenny’s 
Cove (SS133458), named after a 
vessel wrecked here in 1797 that 
was supposedly carrying ivory 
and gold dust. Seabirds such as 
razorbills, guillemots and puffins 
nest on the ledges and steep 
slopes above the rocky bay.

4. Turn L and follow the clear, 
clifftop path southwards.  

Navigation
level 33 2 Fitness

level 2

Where: Circular walk around 

the southern half of Lundy.

Start/end: Lundy jetty 

(SS143437).

Terrain: Undulating and 

mostly grassy clifftop paths, 

including one long, stepped 

descent and few stiles. 

Maps: OS Explorer 139; 

Landranger 180.

Getting there: Daytrips 

by boat from Bideford and 

Ilfracombe from April to the 

end of October (sailing time 

two hours), or twice-weekly 

helicopter flights throughout 

the year (✆ 01271 863636, 

www.lundyisland.co.uk). 

Eating & drinking: The 

Marisco Tavern is the only 

choice, a welcoming pub/café 

open all day for food and 

drink from breakfast onwards 

(✆ 01271 863636, www.

lundyisland.co.uk).        
Sleeping: The 
Landmark Trust’s holiday 
accommodation ranges from 

Plan your walk

l Distance 8km/5 miles  l Time 3hrs  l Type Island, coastal

Southern England

Lundy Island, Devon10
magazine

▲

▼

B R ist   o l
channel     

LUNDY 
ISLAND

See 

feature p59

Visitor Information: 
Lundy Shore Office, The Quay, 
Bideford, Devon EX39 2LY  
(✆ 01271 863636); Bideford TIC 
(✆ 01237 477676, www.visit 
devon.co.uk).  
GUIDEBOOKs: Lundy Island 
– Official Guidebook (£3, 
Landmark Trust), available 
from Lundy Shore Office and 
on the island.
LOCAL RAMBLERS AREA/

GROUP: North Devon Ramblers 
(✆ 01271 376714, www.
northdevonramblers.co.uk). 

Continued...

A jumbled area of land with split 
rocks and fissures is supposedly 
due to an earthquake several 
hundred years ago. The coastline 
is punctuated by a series of rocky 
headlands, at the foot of one  
such is The Battery (SS128448), 
now a ruin but from where a 
cannon was once fired as a 
navigational aid in bad weather. 
Continue along the undulating 
track to the Old Light (SS133444), 
a handsome lighthouse which 
was sadly rendered useless in  
fog because of its height and 
eventually abandoned for lower 
lights at either end of the island. 
Climb up its spiral staircase for 
wide-ranging views.

5. Resume the springy turf track 
above the cliffs and swing round 
to the southern end of the island. 
Go over a stile and surmount  
the final grassy headland to reach 
the castle (SS142437). Built in  
1244 for Henry III, it’s now one  
of the Landmark Trust’s 23 
properties available for rent as 
holiday accommodation on 
Lundy.

6. Turn L and head back past  
the church to the village and 
refreshments at the Marisco 
Tavern, or follow the road back 

down to the jetty.
Route devised by Andrew McCloy
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Route and gradient profile created using Anquet Maps v06. 
Download more maps from www.Anquet.co.uk

Map not to scale.  
Representation of  
OS Explorer MAP 139, 
1:25,000
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk
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